
Volcanoes, Sand Dunes, and Waterfalls Awe Council 8th Graders
By Isabelle Eppich, CHS Reporter

On May 13 and 14, 2021, Council’s 8th grade class went to Craters of the Moon National
Monument, Shoshone Falls, and the Bruneau Sand Dunes to experience first hand what they
had learned in their Earth Science class this
semester.

“We studied volcanoes and igneous
(volcanic) rocks this year, which is why Craters of
the Moon was relevant,” stated CHS Science
teacher Valerie Armichardy. “We also studied
weathering, erosion and deposition, which is the
science behind how a waterfall forms and how a
sand dune forms. Really, earth science is
everywhere, but we have some remarkable
formations in Idaho that I wanted the kids to
experience.”

Most of the students had never been to
Craters of the Moon, Shoshone Falls, or Bruneau
Sand Dunes, and they were impressed by what
they saw. “While I was on the trip I got to see some
really cool caves at Craters of the Moon,” said 8th
grader Kelly Jo Erskine. “That was the best part of
the park.”

“We also saw waterfalls, a cinder cone

volcano, and the top of the highest
bruneau sand dune,” observed Mylee
Hall, another 8th grader who went on
the trip. “The views were my favorite
part.”
One statement that is often heard
from students who went on the
Craters of the Moon trip is that it is
the best field trip that they have ever
gone on. “I heard many times how
much better the field trip was than
learning about these things in
school,” noted Armichardy. “The
students were enthusiastic about
everything and there were lots of
smiles and laughter. I don't think I



ever really heard anyone complain the entire trip!”
The last stop, Bruneau Sand Dunes, ended with a splash. After climbing the tallest dune

at 470 ft, 8th graders ran to the bottom to jump in the nearby lake. When students were dried
off, they boarded the bus for the ride back to CHS. “I hope to see next year's class go,” Erskine

mentioned. “We had a lot of fun this year, and
I think they will learn a lot and have fun next
year.”
“I wish I could take more field trips like this!”
concluded Armichardy. “I think experience is
the best way to learn, and the kids will
remember this trip long after they have
forgotten all of the other science I have
taught them. I loved seeing them try new
things and feel proud of themselves for their
accomplishments.”


